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+ For ‘‘ The Friend.” 


Memoirs of Micajah Collins, 
(Continued from page 218.) 

About the year 1784. “Childhood and 
youth are vanity; yea, man more matured 
seems prone to vanity. Says the Psalmist: 
‘Man in his best state is vanity.’ 

“About this time I took my departure— 
bidding adieu to every serious consideration, 
with a determination to gratify the vain in- 
clination to its full extent; and few, perhaps, 
with such privileges have made greater strides, 
or gone more precipitately into excessive 
vanity, and in many respects wickedness, 
running awfully against the power of convic- 
tion, and being often brought distressingly 
under it, by night and by day. Often, indeed, 
did I hear something like the language of 
‘Adam, where art thou?’ and strove to con- 
ceal my condition from the all-pervading eye 
of Omnipotence; but all my efforts and con- 
trivance were but as a fig-leaf covering, and 
I was frequently ashamed. The Lord sought 
me when I looked not for Him, and visited 
when afar off. My life was divers times brought 
in jeopardy, and my sins set in order before 
me, when no mortal knew it, and from the 
keen compunctions of a guilty conscience all 
that was alive within me was made totremble. 
‘There is no peace,’ saith my God, ‘to the 
wicked.’ O, memorable circumstance! Be it 
recorded as a standing monument of the long- 
suffering and forbearance of my God towards 
me while yet an alien and a vagabond in the 
earth. Thus were the counsels of the heart 
made manifest, and hidden things of darkness 
brought to light ; but obedience was yet want- 
ing—the soul remaining in the bondage of 
corruption. 

“One circumstance has been memorable, 
and considered in the course of providential 
events from the time of its occurrence. Being 
invited, one evening, to go with some of my 
associates to help a man husk out his corn, 
expecting, as was customary, the scene would 
close with a treat or entertainment, wherein 
the company feasted and drank, and made 
themselves merry; and frequently wound up 
with fiddling, dancing, &c. But coming to 
the place about candle light—a house in a re- 
mote and obscure part of the town, where we 
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their husking, made their supper, and even /fessors of that day of every denomination, and 
then making themselves merry in the midst|I was aware that he is not a Jew who is one 
of their licentious and dissipated glee—and an|outwardly in the letter, but the true spiritual 
awful spectacle it was to me—I stood asilent|Jew is one inwardly, whose worship is in 
spectator of their revelling and wickedness, spirit and in truth; but O, the death to die in 
took no part with them, but with astonish-|order to become a spiritual worshipper! 
ment beheld their debasedness and debauch-| “In 1785, at twenty-one years of age, and 
ery, until my soul was seized with horror and | when disengaged from my apprenticeship with 
wrapped up in amazement, and stung with|my uncle, which had been anxiously antici- 
conviction while beholding the doleful spec-| pated, I left all my relatives and went to work 
tacle. with Enoch Madge. This was trying to them, 
“While looking at them thus rapidly|especially to my dear mother; he, however, 
verging on towards destruction, a language|was a religious man, by profession a Congre- 
seemed very emphatically to utter itself in|gationalist or Presbyterian (since a Metho- 
the ear of my soul to this effect: ‘ Wilt thou/dist), and was by his sober and circumspect 
go down into hell with such a horrible com-|deportment, no disadvantage to me; for re- 
pany as this?’ It made a solemn impression jligious people, if I thought them truly so, of 
on my mind, and for that time sufficed with-|whatever profession, generally bad a check 
out taking any part with them. I felt as}upon my spirits when I fell in their way; and 
Col. Gardner did when he expressed on a cer-|I was often embarrassed by them in my career 
tain occasion, under keen convictions, that he} when no one knew it but myself, notwith- 
‘wished himself a dog,’ rather than what he/standing the determinate efforts of my mind 
felt himself to be, and though many were/to the contrary—such is the force of good 
with me, none knew the secret condition ofjand pious example. In this situation the 
my mind. But alas, continuing to associate|Lord strove with me, and spake to my con- 
with lewd and licentious company, those im-|dition as never man spake; and He is truly a 
pressions, thus awfully and singularly made, |teacher that cannot be removed into a corner. 
passed off as a morning cloud, or as the dew| “My residence in this family continued 
before the sun. ‘They who pursue lying|about seven or eight weeks, then I went to 
vanities forsake their own mercies.’ board with my mother and sister; but cir- 
“Thus it fared with me several years, de-;cumstances rendering it necessary to move, 
termined upon the full gratifications of a vain|in a short time I left them and went to board 
and deluded mind, yet often met with in nar-|with Daniel Newhall, a valuable Friend, and 
row places. By the voice of conviction within, |an elder in our Society, one who in the sub- 
and care of some concerned friend for my |sequent part of my time while he lived, proved 
good, I have many times been brought to aja father indeed to me. This move was a little 
stand and made to pause fora moment in my-|singular and strange to myself and many 
self; but hard indeed it is to prevail with ajothers who knew me and the turn of my mind. 
mind in such a career. Many remarks were made upon it by my ac- 
“A few times, and a few times only, was I|quaintance: some of them observed, ‘ Now 
prevailed with by my associates, who were of|you are going to live among the Quakers, and 


= 
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Congregational descent, but in principle noth- 
ing, to go with them to the Presbyterian 
meeting. I went not atall to hear or to make 
proof of right or wrong, for I took so little 
notice of the priest’s service that if I had been 
interrogated on the subject of his discourse, I 
could scarcely remember a word of it a quarter 
of an hour after the meeting was out, my ob- 


we shall soon see you a strict Quaker,’ &c. 
But I was not at all disposed for that. The 
move, however, was a favorable one for me, 
and would seem like one in the ordering of 
Providence ‘concerning me, and was very 
satisfactory to my dear mother, who ardently 
sought my welfare in the best sense. The 
Friends in the family, by their kind and judi- 


ject was merely to be with my associates.|cious treatment and tender conduct towards 
Some of my connexions were uneasy aboutit,|me, in that rude and uncultivated state in 
and with intent to prevent my going there] which they received me, soon gained my affec- 
suggested the probability of my being taxed /|tions and my confidence. The door of Chris- 
for priests’ wages. I early saw the emptiness/|tian freedom that was steadily kept open, and 
as well as inconsistency of a hireling ministry |the fostering hand of fatherly care that was 
in the gospel, and of a mere form of religion|frequently extended towards me by this wor- 
under any name. Very early was I persuaded |thy elder, had a very engaging tendency and 
to believe the Holy Ghost was not to be pur-|settled my mind more and more in favor of 
chased with money, nor the mere name of|the Society of Friends. The effect it seemed 
religion avail any good thing in the sight of|to have upon me was, in the first place, to 
Him who is Spirit and life. In those days of|draw my mind into a taste for different and 
laxity and licentiousness, while wandering|better company than I had been accustomed 
far from under the government of the Heaven-|to. And this was preparatory to religious 
ly and spiritual Lawgiver, I thought if ever I'sensibility. There is reason to believe this 


found an assemblage of the very offscouring' assumed the character of a religious man, no|step was very opportune, and under the au- 


and filth of this part of the land, of almost|balf way work would do for me. 
every age, sex and growth. They had done|mixture was manifest among the empty pro-|notice not a sparrow falleth to the ground ; 


Enough |spicious direction of Him, without whose 
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who graciously deigned to direct my steps at 
a time when I scarcely took thought for my- 
self, and here I found a comfortable home 
most part of several years afterwards. 

“The latter part of the year 1786, my dear 
mother was taken sick, and lingered long 


under a consumptive complaint, at which) 


time I had my frivolous and flighty turns, to 
which I was naturally very prone; not yet 


determined to settle in religious life, however 


desirable ; though much more thoughtful about 
my moral rectitude, and more inclined to as- 
sociate with proper company; for I had a 
pretty steady eye towards uprightness and 


punctuality in my dealings between man and) 


man, baving a sense of honor from my cbild- 
hood. 

“In 5th month of 1787, with the design to 
settle myself in some more reputable business 
for a support, and to gain further knowledge 
of men and things, with the advice of my sick 
mother and some other friends, I took the 


. . . | 
consignment of some property sufficient to 


bear my expenses, took passage with Captain 
William Dagget in a sloop out of Boston, and 
after a passage of ten days arrived at the city 
of Philadelphia, where | was kindly received 
by my uncle Stepben Collins, a man of no re- 
ligious character, but of some figure in the 
world; and made my lodgings at bis house 
during my stay there. 
that city of about fifteen days, I returned by 
the same vessel and the same captain, who 
being subject to intoxication, was often as 
boisterous as the element he sailed on in time 
of storm. We arrived home safely in about 
ten days—having been absent about five 
weeks. My dear lingering mother remained 


about as I left her. This little tour contributed | 
to the improvement and expansion of my| 


mind, confirming my views, and strengthen- 
ing that taste already excited for different 
and better company than I had heretofore 
kept, enlarging the understanding, in one 


sense, of the propriety and excellency of good | 


breeding and civility of manners. 

“ About a month or six weeks after my re- 
turn from Philadelphia, my dear mother and 
best earthly friend, having gradually decayed 
for about eight months, died. She was of an 
uncommonly pleasant temper of mind, so that 
by the goodness of her disposition she gained 
the esteem of all who were acquainted with 
her. Notwithstanding my own conduct was so 
much the reverse to her best wishes and ten- 
der desires for me, so as divers times even to 
deprive her of sleep almost whole nights to- 
gether, I have no recollection to have entered 
the room for many months and even years 
preceding her departure, but what a smile of 
pleasantness sat on hercountenance. Towards 
the closing period, however, she derived some 
satisfaction that settled her peace concerning 
me, even before my mind took any religious 
turn, and there is reason to believe she de- 
parted in peace and in favor with ber God 
and my God. 

“In the summer of 1788, I think it was, 
while sitting in our meeting, and the people 
nearly all gathered, our worthy ancient friend 
Comfort Collins, came in, having travelled 
from Seabrook on horseback behind her hus- 
band the day before to sit with us, she being 
about eighty years old. Sitting awhile in 
silence, by the assistance of the gallery-rail 
before ber she raised herself on her feet, and 
oe with such authority and so pathetically 
that it wrought on my mind with such force 


After a tarriance in| 
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and tenderness as I never felt before—I wept 
much ; I longed to yield to the impressions 
received, but flagged and could not resolve 
upon it. The cross was too great, and the 
|visitation, like many others, soon passed 
away; but the voice of conviction still fol- 
lowed as in its primitive language, ‘Adam, 
where art thou?” 
(To be continued.) 


oe 


For “ The Friend,”’ 

The annexed letter though written many 
years ago, it is believed, has never appeared 
lin print. The author seems to have enter- 
‘tained a righteous concern, that the minor as 
| well as major testimonies given to our religious 
|Society to uphold and exemplify, might be 
preserved intact :— 


years and in religious experience, those who 
are travailing for you in birth, as did the 
apostle for ‘ his little children,’ until Christ be 
formed in you? And whilst thus engaged to 


joice in being permitted to behold a submis. 
sion to the forming hand for usefulness in the 
Church, preparing to unite in a fervent exer. 
cise of soul when met for this solemn, purpose 
of worship ; yet they cannot but be apprehen. 
sive that these ‘gratifications of the carnal 
mind,’} retard your advancement in the path 
of self-denial, and hinder you from coming a6 
fully under the Divine culture, as that the 
fruit designed and looked for by the good 
husbandman, is not brought to perfection, 
May we not thankfully believe, that there are 
amongst you those who are ‘set up [as] she 

herdsf over our own little flock and fold of 





“The following letter was originally ad- 
dressed to afemale Friend, requesting it might 
be circulated among the members of the meet- 
ing at - , Since which the writer bas been|religious professors? and do you not esteem 
encouraged to put it into more general circu-|these for their works’ sake! so that a desire 
lation among Friends, and hereby he affection-|is at times raised to walk in their footsteps? 
ately solicits their serious perusal of it. from which, indeed, it may be asked, why 

Dear Friends,—Seeing that with some of, eran ant i? ke tee 
us ‘the world has lost its youth, and the time nay wort came they not te by Christ ‘th 
begins to wax old,’ we feel anxious to be pre- oa 9: onan did she aa find ca wen a 
‘served in the way of our religious duty, and ; | : Breage! h the fashi 4 
,believe that the humbling sense of our own en Auiticn , Z ic ena t aaa aa vel? 
jmany short-comings, ought not to operate | ce ea site ‘amactiels ot or for aaan a 
;wholly to our discouragement when called > ie aie. ino sanihanies > wen ivel 
ss we a: es by way of re! them to bear against such chings, and it re 

membrance’ in others. is persuasion has! os aaa : 
‘emboldened me thus to silenn myself to you,! io this yee ay eign ae pao 
jand to unfold, as I may be enabled, some- on ane ra in late as at the last Yearly 

| what of the exercise of my mind since I have . old pope thee ca : 
[been amongst you, chiefly as it regards our| jCeting, told’ us that thes testimonies 

younger Friends who have lately become P the eames of cha eaten : rates ‘ 
| heads of families, and some others not in very Wisdom of Ged. ta en 080 dinelact ot ia 
early life. I have been drawn into sympathy cal te ae adeail ae a. oe er chal 
with you in a very unexpected manner, iD Phe F won cencadien? said he san weieal the 
reference to your growth and prosperity in will of ten eountene,. ond exten © inte eublal 
| those self-denying principles of the religion of tiem to the will f i. Seeman’ Ought the 
Jesus, which we profess to espouse. Very ion te bole gpl tig we ole 71 hie 
jsoon after sitting down in your meeting, ee care tt ieee . se caren 
tender cry was raised in my mind, Oh that)? ~ “ oe - ¥ ee b " h y 
the lambs of the flock would but enter into|®T°,.S"e@ty en ace aaa a é 
|the ‘fold by the door,* that they would re Phas patece aeons ey b aaa vded 
Christ, the Light,t+ for their leader, and follow se “en rte ‘thf a 7s tk = de. aa po 
Him, the heavenly Shepherd!’ and it hum-| ¢?: a *T me : nome : “ a ay lookin 
bled and contrited my spirit, in the full belief, a . Zion. if a aa ce se i 

that if they do so, there will be a greater ap- sonnei deer Society atmeta ie it w 
pearance of Christian simplicity ; that if hap- it. b se an eal es ois 8 kill if as: walkie 
pily you are disposed to resort to this Light, b s ) eer thin tens thane a 
and to listen to the Shepherd’s voice, the one . oan aoe lt he tel a bp~gen ala nell 
will not fail to discover, nor the other to con- able dent : oe Ob ras a : sor ban al 
demn, that which is contrary to itself. Hence, a - a aint Pri aed not a 
{saith my soul, oh that these babes in their cate aaa cual - life cei aa their heal 
yon course, might be willing to bring - a plough that they caliandl not back, ‘aa 
all superfluous things to the pure witness for], ae . ~~ 
truth in the conscience, 7. e. - the Light ; be- ae a, hat arty: As oon o come 
: ward and repair the breaches which the enemy 


ve 2a ¢ i « are 2 > > 

ee - ae a ig be} pes gh ed! has made, that we be no more a reproach.’ 

are made manifest by the Light !'{ and, me- And, seeing it is a day wherein it is sorrow 
, Bb & 


thought, one effect would be, that the muffs, fully apparent that in different ways many 

re oo = _ — oy as “% a amongst us are brought into captivity to the 

pear so commomy Among Us.3 28 1 Nov! spirit of the world, may the injunction of the 

worthy of consideration whether such marks prophet be regarded by us all: ‘Seekest thou 
> . » 


of ee ee ae with the great things for thyself? seek them not; thy 
apostolic recommendation, that the adorning|}?. Vin) 7 give thee for a prey in all places 


; : “we “Siete, Meal os ; 
be not in putting on of apparel ; but [said he] whither thou goest.’ 
let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that Te ahewe wen penned under a pointing 


which is not corruptible, oven the ornamont| j¢ duty, intending it to be circulated among 
of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 











* 1 Peter iii. 4. 

t Jer. xiii. 4. 

|| Zech. iv. 10. 

** Ps, xlviii. 12, 13. 


+ Rom. vii. 8. 

¢ Cant. i. 7. 

| Matt. v. 14. 

++ Nehem. ii. 17. 


* John x.1.7.9. ft John ix. 5.  { Ephes. v. 13. 
@ May I not kindly suggest whether, for example’s 
sake, the veil might not often be dispensed with? 


o 


sight of God of great price.’* Are there not 
amongst your fellow professors, advanced jn 


covet your growth in vital religion, they re. 





you asa tribute of love in my declining years 
to that blessed cause which it has been my 
privilege, as well as yours, to be called upon 
to espouse, not with a divided but with a per- 
fect heart. Herewith I take my leave, and 
affectionately bid you farewell. 
Isaac WRIGHT. 
Second month, 1839. 


P.S. Since writing the above, another 
subject has weightily impressed my mind, 
with desire that all our dear Friends every- 
where may unflinchingly unite in support of 
our ancient Christian testimony against a 
hireling ministry ; or any ministry which in- 
fringes upon the precept of our Lord and the 
example of his immediate followers, ‘ freely ye 
have received, freely give,—a testimony and a 
standard which our forefathers were strength- 
ened pre-eminently to erect as an ensign to 
the nations, whereby to invite them to behold 
and to embrace the purity and spirituality of 
gospel ministry under the Christian dispen- 
sation—a standard which no other religious 
community had then, or since have attempted 
to set up, viz., a free gospel ministry, un- 
shackled from the trammels and the tempta- 
tions attendant upon a ministry established 
by man, and supported by outward emolu- 
ment. 

Let us, then, prize our privilege and seek 
to have our hearts directed in prayer to ‘the 
God of all grace,’ that He will be pleased to| 
continue unto us the blessing of a pure and 
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and to every Christian man and woman who 
has a spark of true patriotism in his or her 
heart, the appeal is addressed, to withstand 
the monster evil, by the circulation, timely 
and vigorous, of the true antidote; that in the 
future as well as in the past, our country’s 
piety may be our country’s strength, and our 
motto may ever be like that of the noble 
Romanus, ‘ Not my riches nor my blood, but 
my Christianity, makes me noble.’ ” 


Dennis Getchell. 


The following testimony concerning accepta- 
ble worship to Almighty God, was given in 
writing by Dennis Getchell, of Vassal- 
borough, in the eastern part of New Eng- 
land, a little before his death, who was 
educated in the Congregational or Presby- 
terian religion ; was in the office of captain, 
and afterwards a major, in the war of the 
Revolution, and for some time a member 
of the General Court at Boston; he deceased 
about the 4th month, 1791. 


“T am moved and disposed to leave this 
testimony for the truth, in humble gratitude, 
praise and thanksgiving unto the great Author 
and Preserver of my being, who in bis mar- 
vellous loving kindness hath visited my soul 
with a sensible knowledge of what I now 
communicate; and that I have not been 
moved thereunto by the advice, consultation 
or direction of any mortal ; but purely for the 
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man, or the reproach of the world, but that 
they may be prevailed upon to give cheerful 
obedience to the dictates of truth in the mind, 
where is placed God’s witness, a minister of 
the sanctuary whom all ought to hear and 
obey. 

“In testimony of my love to the pure wor- 
ship of God, I do request and advise, that my 
family meet with and attend the religious 
meetings of Friends. 

“Given forth this sixth day of the Fourth 
month, 1791, at Vassalborough, asa testimony 
for the truth, in the fear of God, under the 
enlivening influence of good hope and desire 
that the Lord may make it useful for the pro- 
motion of truth ; and that He who is a just 
rewarder of all such as love, and diligently 
seck Him, will graciously condescend to re- 
ceive this free-will offering at my bands, unto 
whom be all glory, honor, majesty and power, 
with everlasting thanksgiving ascribed for 
evermore. Amen. 

Dennis GETCHELL.” 


Some account of Dennis Getchell aforesaid, 
as certified by a person who was well ac- 
quainted with him in years past. 

He was a man of good natural abilities, 
and reputation in the parts where he lived, 
having his residence at Vassalborough afore- 
said, appearing strong in argument, cogent 
in reasoning, deep in his researches after the 
origination of matter and things, of a steady 


| 


free and living ministry, through messengers | honor of the holy head of the church of God,|conduct ; was deemed a good neighbor and 


that ‘preach the Gospel of Peace, and brin 
glad tidings of good things. —Rom. x. 15.” 


A Gigantic Danger. | 

In an address given in Exeter Hall, at the 
eighty-fourth anniversary of the Religious 
Tract Society, Dr. McEwan of Clapham, while | 
speaking of the necessity of furnishing pure, 
reading, said : 
“We are in the presence of a gigantic, 
danger. 
sidious ; immoral literature more shameless ; 


and the good of my fellow mortals, to bear 
testimony, that no man can acceptably wor- 
ship the adorable God, but in, through and 


by the influence of his own eternal Spirit of 


truth and righteousness ; in the pure silence 
of all flesh; not as some may imagine, in 
senseless stupefaction or mere silence as to 
vocal declarations; but in an entire abstrac- 
tion from all earthly or fleshly cogitations ; 
in which seasons of holy passivity (all the 
effects of divine power) is there divine ability 


Demoralizing literature is more in- imparted, in which the soul can acceptably 


‘worship the Almighty Maker of heaven and 


‘an useful member of civil society : afterserving 
lin several public stations (as first mentioned) 
jin the latter part of his life he had conferred 
jou him a commission of the peace: he had 
|been convinced of the truth, relating to a 
| principle of inward light and grace being con- 
ferred on every man, as a pure infallible 
teacher, consistent with the doctrine of the 
people called Quakers (although it is slighted 
‘and spoken against by many professing Chris- 
ltianity :) and being upwards of twelve years 
ago remarkably reached and tendered in bis 
| Spirit under the testimony of a minister of that 


. . . . | * * * . . : 
infidel and atheistic literature more pro-'earth, in a manner no form of words can|religious society, at a meeting held near his 


nounced and daring, even to the extent of 


reach. And I have this testimony to leave 


dwelling, bis mind was for some time ap- 


full-blown blasphemy, than it ever was before. for the truth, and for the sake of that only,|parently turned from the sentiments received 
Their patrons and supporters are more ag-|that in divers opportunities of waiting upon|by education, with desires to take up the 


gressive and defiant, and their publications: 
are more numerous; so that it is computed at 
the present time that no less than four mil-| 
lions of utterly demoralizing prints are issued 
from the London press every week. The very 
etchings and woodcuts of many of these are 
either disgraceful representations of human 
vice, or horrible caricatures of things divine. 
And this literature, which is on the increase, | 
is fitted to sap the foundations of morality} 
and virtue, to corrupt public taste, and to eat 
out of the very hearts of the people, and es- 
pecially the young, every sentiment of rever- 
ence and philanthropy ;—a literature, which 





the Lord in pure silence, with the people 
called Quakers, in the time of my sickness ; 
my soul (both with and without words) has 


\been made to rejoice in the living sense of 


God’s salvation, to my unspeakable comfort, 
and to our mutual edification; and in un- 
feigned love to the upright hearted of this 
religious Society of people, doth my soul wish 
that grace, mercy and peace may be multi- 
plied among you. 

“And I feel my soul impressed through a 
sense of duty to God, and as a warning to 
others, who are or may have been made sensi- 
ble of the truth as held by this people, to 


cross and walk in a narrower way, which he 
then saw was necessary in order to obtain 
linward peace; but his resolutions did not 
prove to be strong enough to withdraw from, 
and withstand the stream he had been ac- 
customed to, in regard to worldly friendship, 
with the maxims and bonors thereof, so as to 
make a solid progress in the true Christian 
path of self-denial; therefore, although he 
retuined a regard for the Society called Qua- 
kers, he never joined himself among them as 
amember. When his health declined, through 
the prevalence of a sore disorder, he was 
visited with a sense of divine mercy, and it is 





in the name of liberty teaches lawlessness, |freely own, that being blinded by the god of;hoped he witnessed forgiveness of his sins ; 
and in the name of purity teaches the most|this world, in love with the honor and friend-joften greatly bemoaning his folly and dis- 
reckless disregard of all that is most sacred in|ship thereof, and through a fear of the shame/obedience in not being faithful to the inward 
human life, and human obligations; a litera-|of the cross of Christ, I have been disobedient} principle of truth, and its discoveries of Chris- 
ture which, if not counteracted and neutral-|to the heavenly visitation of God’s love, and|tian duty, which he had been favored to see 
ized, may soon prove the fruitful soil for the|thereby deprived myself of many precious|in time past was a sure way of obtaining 
growth and development amongst us of bru-|opportunities, that I believe I should have|salvation. The humble penitent state of his 
tality, anarchy, and crime. been favored with, had I been faithful to the| mind near the close of his life, appears from 

“These are not hastily spoken words. I|just witness which (during the time of my/|the tenor of bis expressions hereafter inserted ; 
have been at some trouble to get at the facts|confinement) I have often had deeply tojout of the many of like nature which he 
which abundantly substantiate them. This}mourn for before God: I feel therefore de-| uttered in the time of bis illness: these fol- 
immoral and atheistic literature has come to|sirous that none may slight the day of their|lowing having been faithfully preserved in 
be a national question of the gravest moment; | visitation or shun the cross through fear of| writing, were lately communicated for more 


r 
&> 
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general benefit to a person at Providence in 
the State of Rhode Island, by one of said 
Getchell’s near neighbors, who was formerly 
a magistrate at that place, and remains to be 
a person of good reputation and undoubted 
veracity. ; 
(To be concluded.) 


miedo 

Spreading Garments in the Way.—“I well 
remember the crushing exactions of the gov- 
ernment, and the despair of the poor peasants 
{in Palestine, when under the control of the 
Egyptian government.] There were then but 
few Franks in the country, and all were sup- 
posed to be consuls, or officers of European 
nations, possessing great influence over the 
Egyptian government. My associate, Nico- 
layson, returning from the pools of Solomon 
in company with Farran, the British consul, 
was met as they entered Bethlehem by crowds 
of despairing petitioners, who, in urging their 
supplications, spread their loose cloaks in the 
road before the horse of the consul. Though 
that action was prompted by extreme distress, 
still it recalls that similar incident during the 
triumpbal entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem. 
In both cases the spreading of garments ‘in 
the way’ was intended to express the utmost 
respect, honor, and even reverence. Just 
such manifestations are now rare, but conduct 
analogous to them has always been common 
in Oriental countries. Even at this day re- 
spectable people will resort without hesitation 
to the most abject actions, postures, and ex- 
pressions, to render their appeal for aid or 
protection more emphatic.”— W. M. Thomson 
in The Land and The Book. 


Among the signs of the times which give 
hope to the lover of his race, is the growing 
sentiment of justice and humanity as applied 
to the duties of the stronger to the weaker 
nations. A leading religious journal justly 
remarks: The masses of the people are be- 
ginning to think, and to be felt also, and the 
question of right and wrong has become as 
imminent among nations as between indi- 
viduals. These moraladvancesamong diverse 
peoples are slow, but the great forces of the 
universe are with them. There are still too 
many comparatively weak nations, whose 
trade or material resources are objects to be 
coveted by stronger governments, to encour- 
age an immediate expectation of the universal 
rule of the Prince of Peace, but happily, now, 
nothing can bedoneinacorner. The acts of 
Russia in Siberia or Persia, of France in North- 
ern Africa, of England in Egypt, Afghanistan, 
or Zululand, are flashed within a few hours 
all over the world. The opinions of Christen- 
dom, as interpreted by the public press, are 
at once translated into the language of all 
the leading powers. Every thoughtful man 
hears the sentiment of the enlightened world, 
in the language in which he was born, in 
reference to the moral quality of the acts of 
his government. All this renders injustice 
more difficult, tends to secure the rights of| 
the oppressed, elevates the tone of the general 
conscience and brings men nearer to the 
standard of a common brotherhood.—Selected. 





“ Now what is a church but the redeemed | 
flock, family, household or people of God ? 
If, then, the church of Christ must be pure, 
the members that constitute that church must| 
be pure; not by a vain and fictitious imputa- 
tion, but a solid and real purgation, redemp- 
tion and salvation unto righteousness.” 





THE FRIEND. 


Selected. 


“SEEING THE BLOOD.” 
LUCY WADE HERRICK. 


“ Father, I cannot sleep: the prophet’s words 
Ring in my ears; they fill my heart with fear ; 
For am I not the first born, and the one 

On whom the destroying angel’s shaft would fall, 
Were not the token on the lintel found? 

Thrice have I named the patriarchs, and once 
The creatures great and small that Noah drove 
Before him in the ark; but all in vain. 

I cannot sleep. Oh, father, art thou sure 

The blood is sprinkled as God gave command ?” 


“ Peace, peace, my child; just as the evening fell 
The fairest lamb of all the flock was slain, 

And roasted then with purifying fire; 

With bitter herbs, and bread devoid of leaven, 
In haste we ate the Lord’s appointed feast. 

Nor were the means of saving thee forgot; 
Scarce was the yearling slain ere I gave word 
For sprinkling of the blood upon the door; 
Sleep, then, my first born, God’s avenging one 
Will see the signal, and pass over thee.” 


Thus on that dark night which God had chosen 
For passing throughout all fair Egypt’s land, 

To smite on every side the loved first born, 
Sparing not e’en the firstlings of the flock ; 

A Hebrew father soothed his restless child ; 
Restless himself, as now with girded loins, 
Sandals upon his feet, and staff in hand, 

He waited for the solemn midnight-hour, 

When God’s almighty arm should break the chain 
That bound his people to proud Pharaoh’s throne. 


The bread unbaked was in the kneading trough, 
The scattered flocks were gathered in the fold, 
And all betokened plans for hasty flight. 

There was a thrilling silence in the air; 

A quiet joy burned in the Rabbi’s breast, 

Joy that was not unmingled with regret 

At leaving thus his birthplace, though it was 

A house of bondage, for the promised land. 


The night wore on, 
And yet again the pleading voice was heard ; 
“ Father, sleep will not come; before my eyes 
I see the angel pass, and at our door 
Pause sadly, as though he wept to enter, 
Yet dared not hasten unavenging by. 
Oh, father, if the blood had been removed, 
Or if the herdboy heeded not thy voice, 
Then never shall my weary eyes behold 
The land of Canaan with its waving fields.” 


“ Rest little one, faithful our Jared is. 

Not only on the side posts of the door 

Should be the stain, but on the one above; 

So if some hungry dog should from its place 
One token lick, the others would remain. 

Sleep, my sweet child, for thou hast need of rest ; 
The journey will be rough for little feet.” 


The anxious voice was silent ; for in that home 
Obedience reigned supreme, though not as yet 

The law had sounded forth from Sinai’s top; 

With patience dutiful she sought to woo 

Soft slumber to her long unclosed eyes ; 

Sleep came at last, but with it dreams of fright, 
Wherein she tossed, and moaned, and oft cried out. 


The midnight hour drew nigh ; unbroken still 
The darkness’ solemn hush ; the child awoke 
With a loud cry, “ Father, I thought I heard 
The cock’s shrill crow to greet approaching morn. 
My heart is beating with a sick’ning dread 

Of danger near. Oh! take me to the door 

Aud let me see the red blood sprinkled there.” 


Lighting a torch the father gently took 

His first born in his arms, and bore her forth— 
Startled and paled to see no paschal sign, 

No warning that their door should be passed by ! 
With trembling hand he snatched the hyssop then, 
Himself applied the blood in eager haste. 

A long sigh of relief escaped the child; 

Almost before he placed her on the couch 

Sweet sleep had fallen on her heavy lids, 

Nor when the “ great cry” rose did she awake. 
That agonizing wail of man and beast 

Reached not her ears, with drowsy slumber sealed, 
And at the dawn they bore her sleeping still, 
Away from Egypt's darkness and despair. 












Incidents and Reflections. 


TRUE SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL GOOD. 

There is a spiritual communion, by which 
the mind may be impressed with serious feel. 
ing, independently of any ideas communicated 
by words. This may take place where indi. 
viduals are gathered into solemn silence; and 
it may be experienced where the gospel ig 
preached in alanguage unknown tothe hearer, 
who yet may be made sensible of the gos. 
pel authority which accompanies the words 
spoken. Ofthe truth of this, there is abun. 
dant testimony. When Thomas Story wag 
in America, coming to Philadelphia, he had a 
meeting at Myrion (Merion) with the Welsh 
Friends who had settled there; among whom, 
he says, “I was much satisfied: For several 
of them appearing in testimony in the British 
tongue, which I did not understand; yet 
being from the Word of truth in them, as in- 
struments moved thereby, J was as much re- 
reshed as if it had been in my own language; 
which confirmed me in what I had thought 
before, that where the Spirit is the same in 
the preacher and hearer, and is the Truth, 
the refreshment is chiefly thereby, rather 
than by the form of words or language, to all 
that are in the same spirit at the same time, 
And this is the universal language of the 
Spirit, known and understood in all tongues 
and nations, to them that are born of Him.” 

Some yearsafter this, when in Wales, he met 
with an old Friend, named Jobn Bevan, whom 
he accompanied to a meeting at Pontapool. 
There, John Bevan spoke in Welsh. T. Story 
remarks, “Though I understood not the lan- 
guage, yet was much comforted in the Truth 
all the time ; by which I perceived his minis- 
try was from that ground. His speech flowed 
very free and smooth, carrying a proportion 
and satisfaction to the ear, not easily ex- 
[pressed : For though the languages of men 
differ very greatly, yet the language of Truth 
as to the comfort of it, is one in all nations; 
but the matters receive various forms as the 
languages differ.” 

The late Robert Scotton, of Frankford, 
Philadelphia, spent several years among tho 
Indians on the Allegheny Reservation in 
Western New York, laboring for their wel- 
fare. He was asked on one occasion as to the 
religious character of the Indians—whether 
any permanent spiritual results were to be 
expected among them. In his reply, he said 
that when he lived among them, it was bis 
custom after breakfast on First-day morning 
to walk out for some distance from the house, 
and then return in time for a meeting; or, if 
alone, for a silent sitting by himself waiting 
on the Lord. In one of those early walks, 
as he passed an Indian cabin, he heard the 
voice of the woman who inhabited it, engaged 
in supplication. She knew not of his near- 
ness, as she poured out her soul unto the 
Lord ; nor did he know enough of the lan- 
guage to understand her petitions: but he 
was seldom if ever more sensible of the spirit 
of prayer being perceptibly felt than on that 
occasion. 

The incidents above related need not seem 
strange to us, if we reflect that words of them- 
selves cannot furnish spiritual instruction and 
refreshment to the hearers, but that these 
depend on the Divine power that accom- 

anies them. It was to this holy unction, this 
ight, Life and Power of Christ, that our 
early Friends continually directed the people, 










For “The Friend.” 
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as that which must convince, convert ‘and 
lead in the way of righteousness. It was to 
this Robert Barclay attributed his own con- 
vincement. He testifies that it was “not by 
strength of argument or by a particular dis- 
quisition of each doctrine, and convincement 
of my understanding thereby, I came to re- 
ceive and bear witness of the truth, but by 
being secretly reached by this life ; for when 
I came into the silent assemblies of God’s 
people, I felt a secret power among them 
which touched my heart and as 1 gave way 
unto it, I found the evil weakening in me and 
the good raised up; and so I became thus 
knit and united unto them, hungering more 
and more after the increase of this power and 
life, whereby I might feel myself perfectly 
redeemed.” 

In a Memoir of his life, David Ferris records 
that he was brought up among the Presby- 
terians of Connecticut, but that his views of 
the doctrines of Christianity were gradually 
changed, as he believed by the discoveries of 
the Light of Christ to his mind. Subsequently 
he met with a copy of Barclay’s Apology, 
which turned his attention towards the So- 
ciety of Friends. He states: 

“T went to a Yearly Meeting of the people} 
called Quakers on Long Island; in order to 
discover whether they were a living people} 
or not; for a living people I wished to find. 
I had thought for several years before that 
there ought to be such a people; a people 
who bad life in them, and abounded in love 
to each other, as did the primitive Christians ;! 
a people who knew they had passed from 
death unto life by their love to the brethren. 
Here I gathered strength and was more con- 
firmed that I was right in leaving the college; 
for I found a living, humble, heavenly-minded 
people ; full of love and good works; such a} 
one as I had never seen before. I rejoiced to 
find that which I had been seeking; and soon | 
owned them to be the Lord’s people. I also 
found that they held and believed the same! 
doctrines, the truth of which had been mani- 
fested to me immediately by the Holy Spirit, 
—being the same that Robert Barclay had 
laid down and well defended in bis Apology. 
Before I had read this work, I did not know 
there was a people on earth who believed 
and lived in the truth as described by Bar- 
clay ; but here I found a numerous society 
who held the same truths, and lived an hum- 
ble, self-denying life, becoming the character 
of Christians. 1 was indubitably satisfied 
that their worship was in spirit and in truth ; 
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dear child, be preserved in simplicity and 
nothingness of self; in humility and lowliness 
of mind, seeking diligently after, and waiting 
steadily for, the inward experience of that 
which is unmixedly good. This is the way 
to be helped along from day to day, through 
one difficulty and proving after another, to 
the end of our wearisome pilgrimage ; having 
recourse, like the hunted hart, to the brook 
by the way, when pressed by our spiritual 
enemies. By this, my dear child, the prede- 
cessors in our family, who lived in the truth, 
were enabled to wade through their afflictions, 
and knew that overcoming which entitles to 
the glorious, eternal rewards.” 


Watching. 
BY F. A. MASON. 

We hear a great deal of the duty and privi- 
lege of prayer, but of the specific Christian 
duty of watching we hear comparatively 
little. Yet of so great importance in the 
Christian life did Jesus see this duty to be, 
that in a passage that itself states the univer- 
sality of its application He gives in a single 
word an exhortation which has a tremendous 
weight of emphasis, “ What I say unto you I 
say unto all, Watch!” He says no more. 
Additional words, like added water to the 
tincture, would but weaken the intensity and 
strength. 








their enemies, purchasing or conquering their 
subsistence as they went, seizing bridges in 
the face of foes who greatly outnumbered 
them, changing their route a dozen times to 
avoid dangers too great to be met without 
utter annihilation by their little beleaguered 
and travel-worn band, their eyes were at last 
delighted with the sight of the familiar moun- 
tain peaks that told them they were once 
more near home. “Eternal vigilance is the 
price of liberty,” and the success that crowned 
their almost superhuman efforts was the re- 
ward of a watchfulness that waited during 
years of silent preparation, and that, once 
they bad started, for six long days and nights 
gave neither sleep nor slumber to the eyes of 
their leader. Watch? The grim determina- 
tion that had possessed them as a passion 
made watching as natural as to breathe. 
Relax their vigilance? Not for one moment. 
Miss one golden opportunity for success ? 
Never. Be caught in any snare, though in 
the very midst of powerful, malicious, and 
outnumbering foes? Impossible. “I have 
a work to do,” said the Saviour, “and how 
am I straitened till it be accomplished !” 
Such seemed the spirit that animated them 
and compelled them to “watch.” Shall we 
do less to gain our heavenly home ? 

Will the change in symptom in the cbild 
struck with fearful sickness, whether for the 


As the two duties of watching and praying better or the worse, escape the watchful eye 


are found joined—not to say wedded—to- 


of the mother? O no, how can it? Will she 


gether in the New Testament, so in the prac-|fail to give at the appointed time the remedy 


tical religious life they must be found in close} 
companionship; and for this reason: the 
spirit that underlies all true prayer—to wit, 


the physician has prescribed, and to follow 
out to the minutest details his directions ? 
Do you mock her? Her child is sick, and 


a spirit of earnest purpose in God’s service—|what woman can do to save that precious 


is precisely the spirit that will urge to watch- 
fulness. How inconsistent to ask God to 


keep us when we ourselves are so negligent| 


life, she will as surely do as the sun will rise 
on the morrow. She is there to Watch. 
A brief passage in the Epistle to the 


as not to “ watch” lest we fall into tempta-| Ephesians most happily expresses this idea 
tion. So we say that that spirit which in-|of constant wariness, this vigilance directed 
spires to sincere and earnest prayer is the|to every quarter: “See that ye walk circum- 


precise spirit that will beget in us a jealous spectly.” 


Circumspectly, looking all about, 


watchfulness over the priceless spiritual in- | guarding against surprise from every possible 


terests that God has intrusted us with. 
Doubtless when the publican cried out, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner!” his repent- 
ance was so deep and his purpose to serve 
God so strong that he was quite ready to do| 
his part, and “ watch” lest he should fall into} 
further sin. 
Nearly two centuries ago about a thousand | 
of the Vaudois, who bad taken refuge in 
Switzerland—all that remained from the 
many thousands who, by the cruel decree of 





and they such worshippers as the Father 


Louis XIV., of France, bad, through fire and 


sought and owned. I was convinced beyond |fagot, torture and disease, been exterminated 
a doubt, that they preached the gospel in the|—came to a secret, sworn, and invincible de- 
demonstration of the spirit; and divine au-|termination to make their way through all 
thority was felt to attend their ministry. 1} difficulties, and repossess themselves of their 


|quarter. 
Military engineers fortify most strongly 
ithose points in the fortress that are naturally 
| weakest, and so hold out most hopes of suc- 
cess to the enemy. So the wise Christian 
will make use of an intelligent watcbfulness, 
and while he will guard at all points against 
surprise, he will be especially and constantly 
|watchful at that point where experience and 
| his own consciousness teach him heis weakest. 
“And what I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch.”—Christian Advocate. 
onapcedigipiomanas 
Winter and Summer Houses.—In Palestine, 
castles and nearly all large buildings, are 
erected on vaults, and these lower apartments 


now clearly saw the difference between man-|homes in the Cottian Alps. Their valor, their|in dwelling-houses are used in winter, not in 


made ministers, and those whom the Lord|heroism, their contempt of danger, and the 
qualifies and sends into his harvest field ; the) constancy and skill with which they met and 
difference between the wheat and the chaff ;}surmounted all difficulties, it is, perhaps, not 
and it was marvellous -to me, to reflect how/too much to say, have never been equalled in 
long I had sat under a formal, dry and lifeless|the history of any people since the world has 
ministry.” stood. Opposed by armies of more than ten 

It was the evidence of spiritual life, and|times their number marshalled to withstand 
not the eloquence of words, that satisfied|them, threading their way over and along- 
the mind of David Ferris. For the arising|side of mighty mountains on which lay deep 
of this Life in the heart, the experienced |snows, along paths in which alone the chamois 


summer. As soon as the heat begins, the 
family reopen the upper story, which has 
been partially deserted during the cold months, 
and occupy it through the summer and the 
ensuing fall. 

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of a winter 
house in which Jehoiakim sat in the 9th 
month, with a fire before him on the hearth; 
and Amos mentions both winter and summer 
houses. Such language is readily understood 
by an Oriental. In common parlance, the 





Christian longs and waits ; and to it, he calls}or the Alpine mountaineer could keep a foot- 
the attention of those for whose welfare be|ing, travelling through rain and storm, taking 
is concerned. Richard Shackleton, writing|no prisoners, but putting to death all who fell 
to his daughter Margaret in 1773, thus ex-|into their hands, wresting the very weapons 
presses his earnest desires: ‘“ Mayst thou,|with which they fought from the hands of 


lower apartments are simply—the house ; the 
upper is the summer house. Every respect- 
able dwelling has both, and they are familiar- 
ly called the winter and summer house. If 


| 
| 
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these are on the same story, then the external 
and airy apartment is the summer house, and 
that for winter is the interior and more shel- 
tered room. King Jehoiakim was, therefore, 
sitting in one of the inner apartments of his 
palace, I suppose, when he cut up Jeremiah’s 
prophetic roll with his penknife, and cast it 
into the fire—W. M. Thomson in The Land 
and The Book. 





The Gospel Beyond the Reach of Science.— 
High as a man is placed above the creatures 
around him, there is a higher and far more 
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Natural History, Science, &. 


The Beaver in Captivity.—At the Zoological 
Gardens, Fairmount, Philadelphia, northward 
from the bear-pits, and in a small ravine 
adapted to their occupation, may be seen a 
family of beavers, with additions, making in 
alltenin number. An artificial dam and lodge 
have been constructed for them, and here, 
without fear of hunters who may desire their 
pelts, these artificers of the wilderness eat the 
bread and apples of civilization, and nibble 
their leaves, as a rabbit eats clover, in appa- 





their want of ability to adapt themselves tg — 
new surroundings. The argument is this: 


had the beaver been the intelligent, reasonip 
animal of writers, it would long ago haye 
been convinced of the hopelessness of the effo 
and would have learned the difference be. 
tweén bars of iron and wood. 

Something might be said of strength of 
purpose, and the ineradical desire to engage 
in labors for which they are fitted by nature, 
For one, I was rather glad to find that in the 
midst of placid surroundings, with every want 
supplied before there was need of effort, there 





exalted position within his view; and the|rent contentment with the ways of men. A 
ways are infinite in which he occupies his;small stream which trickles down to their 
thoughts about the fears, or hopes, or ex-/abode, forms the pond in which they swim at 
pectations of a future life. I believe that the| pleasure, while the banks of the latter offer 
truth of the future cannot be brought to his) them a promenade which they appear to enjoy 


knowledge by any exertion of bis mental | heartily, having worn a pathway nearly round 





yet remained thus much of the beaver of the 
forest. 

At one time the beaver extended over the 
whole of temperate North America, but at 
present few are known east of the Rock 
Mountains and south of the great lakes, al- 







powers, however exalted they may be, that/its circumference. 
it is made known to him by other teaching) noon, but still in broad daylight, they may be 


Here, late in the after-|though in certain districts, exceptions to this 


stutement may occur. Westward on the Pa- 


than his own, and is received through simple, seen resting on their haunches, with their |cific slope, and northward, including Alaska, 


belief of the testimony given. Let no one 
suppose for a moment that the self-education) 
I am about to commend in respect of the| 
things of this life, extends to any considera-| 
tions of the hope set before us, as if man by! 
reasoning could find out God. It would be} 
improper here to enter upon this subject 
furtber than to claim an absolute distinction! 
between religious and ordinary belief. I shall} 
be reproached with the weakness of refusing 
to apply those mental operations which I 
think good in respect of high things to the 
very highest. I am content to bear the re-! 
proach. Yet, even in earthly matters, I be-| 
lieve that the invisible things of Him from 
the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, | 
even his eternal power and Godhead, and I 
have never seen any thing incompatible be- 
tween those things of man which can be) 
known by the spirit of man which is within 
him, and those bigher things concerning his 
future which he cannot know by that spirit. 
—Prof. Faraday. 
enditlidienn 

The doctrine of salvation by grace, through 
the atonement of Christ, should not lower| 
the standard of duty or abate the holy jealousy 
of the soul against sin. The Interior says 
forcibly : “Jesus paid it all” is a latent con- 
solation which does make the way of sin easy 
for many. But Jesus did not pay it all, He 
never intended to pay it all, and He never 
will pay it all for wilful profligates of his 
grace, and He tells us over and over that we 
must meet our account and square it. He 
does come in to save us. If we are truly and 
sincerely and heartily sorry for and ashamed 
of our sins; if we try to the best of our ability 
to make reparation for our wrongs; if we 
earnestly try to avoid sin against our fellow 
man and against God; if we strive with all 
our ability to live pure, benevolent lives, and 
ask Him to clear away the old debt and to 
give us grace and guidance to avoid contract- 
ing any more, He will do both, and make 
good our present failures. The appalling 
aspect of the gospel is its stern justice, its de- 
mand for immaculate morality—and the chief 
failure in setting it forth to men is seen in the 
fact that rationalists can so misunderstand its 


dark scaly tails spread out behind them, to 
form with their hind limbs a tripod of sup- 
port, much in the manner of a kangaroo, or, 
owing to the flexible manner in which it is 
jointed, this very serviceable member, the tail, 
may be turned under to form a plank-like 
floor, should the bottom happen to be too 
muddy for a pleasant seat. 


the Hudson Bay Region, and the tributaries 
of the Great Lakes and Upper Missouri, they 
still exist, in some cases in immense numbers, 
mountain streams being checked for miles in 
succession with their dams. In Oregon and 
California they are mentioned as being found 
in numbers of which, when applied to beavers, 
there could be no conception. When first 
Occasionally one seated thus may be ob-|discovered on the streams which flow into 
served scratching its ear, or one leg, or comb-|Lakes Superior and Michigan, they were so 
ing its sides until it has made itself comfort-|abundant and their works so surprising, that 
able, and then waddling off on a tour of in-|the admiration of Lewis H. Morgan was 
spection around the dam, dragging the afore-|aroused, and he became their biographer, pro- 
said tail bebind it. From the bank it may ducing a work, the most important which 





then plunge into the stream and swim towards has been written, notwithstanding the many 


the lodge, where a companion may be seen, | valuable papers which have subsequently ap- 
with head emerged, and body partly visible.|peared. Of the beaver, Morgan says: “There 
Three or four may sometimes be observed at)is no other animal in the entire range of the 
one time, swimming, nibbling, resting on all| mammalia, which offers to our investigation 
fours, standing upright on the hind limbs, or such a series of works, or presents such re- 
peering from a place of retreat, but in all)/markable material for the study and illustra- 
cases, if undisturbed, without manifesting the tion of animal psychology. 

slightest fear of the visitors without the rail-| Its food, in a state of nature, consists of 
ing. They are, however, very timid creatures, the fresh bark of deciduous trees, its prefer- 
and if alarmed, will vanish in a moment.|ence being for yellow-birch, cotton-wood, wil- 
Once, while I was intently watching their low, poplar, and the different kinds of maples ; 
manner of eating, an untrained boy threw a also the roots of grasses, succulent leaves and 
stick at a rat on the opposite side of the pond, roots, especially those of the water lilies. 

and in an instant the loaf of bread was drop-| At the Zoological Gardens, I saw one eating 
ped and the beaver was gone. I had first with apparent relish, our common smart- 
seen that while it frequently bit with its long| weed, Polygonum hydropiper. They are there 
incisor teeth, holding the bread in its paws,|furnished with willow branches, in addition 
|this was by no means its constant method of|to bread and apples, and when the branches 
taking its food. Quite frequently it would have been denuded of both bark and leaves, 
fill both bands by the use of its claws, and they are removed by the beavers, from the 
then holding them up to its mouth, would eat | bank on which they feed, to the lodge, where 
i\from its hands, as a friend suid who watched |they are piled up for roofing. This is of 


with me, “like a monkey, or a baby, or any 
| body else.” This was not a mere accident. I 
saw different individuals do the same thing, 
again and again, and I am fully convinced 
that the hands are brought into requisition 
in feeding about as much as are the incisor 
teeth: both are used as instruments of pre- 
hension, the grinding teeth serving in either 
case for mastication. 

In the Zoological Gardens, the beaver has 
not won for itself a high reputation either for 
its intelligence or sagacity ; on the contrary 
it is considered as a dull animal, low ina scale 
where all are believed to be overestimated. 





terms. “Only believe,” is the cry of modern 
“evangelists.” Nay, but the devils do that. 
naaiiientien 
Error in itself is always invisible. 
ture is the absence of light. 


Its na- 


The fact that these captives, for the seven 
years of their confinement, have never ceased 
daily to bite at the iron railings of their en- 
closure, in the vain effort to reach the waters 
of the Schuylkill, is adduced as testimony to 








‘course, a needless work, since they are pro- 


vided with ample shelter, but it is one show- 
ing the natural instincts of the beaver.— 
Graceanna Lewis in The Journal. 

Spread of Malaria.—In a trial at Pittsfield, 
Mass., a paper-mill company’s mill-pond was 
charged with being the cause of the malarial 
troubles which had recently began to infest 
the locality. The trial occupied a special 
term of the court for three weeks, at an ex- 
pense to the parties in interest of not less than 
$20,000 to each side. In this particular case 
a swampy region, a mill-dam and pond, with 
varying overflow and surrounding soil-satu- 
ration, had existed for very many years be- 
fore malarial fevers appeared ; and in the pro- 
gress of the trial the chief question over which 
the battle was waged was the ability of this 
or any other pond to produce the essential 
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cause of intermittent fever. All over New|/ing Christians who believe that the bread and 
England thousands of mill-ponds have been|wine are the real body and blood of Christ.” 
in existence for generations, and yet no ague| The admission contained in the last sen- 
has prevailed in their neighborhood, until, in|tence,—that there are some of the Hindoos 
the territorial progress of some unknown but|superstitious enough to believe that the im- 


231 



































worship of images—because it substituted an 
image for the reality ; not an outward image 
of wood, metal or stone, but an intellectual 
performance without spiritual life, for true 
and living worship. Therefore, as Robert 
Barclay declares in his Apology, it is to be 
denied, rejected and separated from in the 
day of God's spiritual arising. 
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In Lewis’ Monthly Magazine, there is an 
article written by an intelligent East Indian 
woman which argues in defence of the idol 
worship to which her Hindoo country people 
are addicted, from which the following pac- 
sages are extracted : 









































































resistless potency, one section of country after|ages have an existence as real beings—fully 
another has felt the poison of its presence.|confirms the wisdom of the law given by the 
The three lower New England States are all| Almighty to the Jews of old, “Thou shalt 
retty well spotted with mill-ponds, and have |not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
een for the last fifty years. Except in the|likeness of any thing that is in heaven above SUMMARY OF EVENTS 
south-west corner of this territory, and not|jor that is in the earth beneath, or that is in U s I ss : e 
in that even till about 1850, ague-and-fever|/the water under the earth; thou shalt not cabana Sieneaee thane oe ee ea ae 12th 
m aaa 7 > 4 m mittee, 
did not manifest itself, cither around ponds or|bow down thyself to them, nor serve them.” reported his bill relating to the coinage. It is amended 
away from them, until in recent years. Com-| In their origin, images were designed to|so as to appoint a Commission of five men distinguished 
ing into the south-west corner of Connecticut, |give an outward representation of the attri-|in the arts and in the knowledge of metals and coinage 
it began to travel, with a clearly perceptible /butes of the Supreme Being, as helps to the ne ier teciecenes te date et ee 
advance, to the North and East. In its course |imagination, especially of the more ignorant! :.emine the value of the Saiees cee, ‘Shetanenen 
it put in an appearance not around ponds/and weaker-minded class. But all experience] struck out of the bill that portion relating to the metric 
only, but away from them. It was fifteen|proves that. there is a constant tendency to] system and the value of the coins. 
years or more getting so far North as Berk-|transfer to images that homage and venera-| |The House of Representatives has decided to make 
shire county; it was just about the same|tion which is due only to our Father in the ae ante Trade ae a eeaenne for 3d 
length of time progressing about the same|Heaven. Hence their worship bas ever had ate cont fee an ee aural pr pach, 
distance easterly along the north shore of|a debasing effect, and has promoted supersti-|second class mail matter when sent by persons other 
Long Island Sound. As the result of the ex-/tion. This is very observable not only among|than the publisher or newspaper agent. Both Houses 
amination in this particular case, the conclu-| Heathen nations, but even in Roman Catholic] have passed a joint resolution making further appro- 
sion was established so logically and undeni-|countries, where statues and pictures and ngewe ene the relief of destitute persons 
ably that there was no necessary condition of|relics are exhibited in the places of worship. ae overflowed by the Ohio river and its 
cause and effect between the local chemical|These may be designed only to remind the| The House Committee on Post-offices on the 15th 
conditions and the malarial results that the|spectators of some of the truths of religion, | instant, decided to report favorably a bill amending the 
verdict was given in favor of the mill. but they soon come to be regarded with super- section of the Revised Statutes authorizing the Post- 
sttious reverence by many, and become real] meer General to sop the delivery of reghtered mai 
. p Ree ae te this East Indian pee. out the word “ fraudulent,” cal an teabelinn 
4 Nnd1an | all lottery companies in its provisions. A bill was also 
woman between the more refined views of| directed s be snail ssdatainen tes payment of office 
the intelligent and philosophical among her rent to postmasters of the third class, Representative 
country people, and the simple idolatry of| Willis, of Kentucky, whose bill providing Federal aid 
the ignorant classes, is one that has been to. to education is under consideration in the Education 
- ) Committee, has prepared a statement showing that 
cognized from remote ages among the pagan| « illiteracy holds the balance of power in fourteen of 
nations of antiquity. Among them, the com-|the Northern and all the Southern States.” The state- 
mon people otfered homage to images and | ment says, among other things : “Tn the last Presiden- 
outward objects which thev ignoyantie mos tial contest, 30 QfWbe, Statew Afath aul tion mithod ti 
shipped; but the priests and the earned sovereigns who could not read the very charters of 
classes were taught to regard these things,|their liberties. The majorities ue they Pats 
“The truth is, we do not believe for a mo- and the rites and ceremonies re ao ana Sne seaners p Ralogaes a om - 
ment that these idols have any divine power |them, as only symbolical of spiritual truths. Ye ovens an they wore, In 1876 Tilden'a maleolay 
in themselves. We know very well that the|Yet the existence of such views among | ¢¢ the popular vote was 157,394; in 1880 Garfield's 
thing before us is a stone or clay image, pre-|comparatively small class of educated persons majority was only 3033. In 1876, sixty of our seventy- 
pared by human hands, bought at the market |did not prevent gross darkness from covering J rene Sa of os pene | en o 
after the manner of any other purchase, and | the people at large. : m peak nee the ga polio _ 
perbaps chosen out of many, to suit individual This tendency of the mind to take my 8 cuntativen, were im Staten and distslete where Miluaate 
taste; but it always either possesses or is made|rest in that which was originally designed a8] J ters held the balance of the power.” _ j 
to represent some attribute which helps the/a means only, operates in ways which may] Stephenson and Taintor, of New York, Commie. 
imagination in coming nearer to the Supreme not be suspected by some who are under its ae of ee ——- on a -_ 
Invisible. This is the generally received |influence. Our Saviour declared that all true oo ee They eaid rset ze oa 
opinion among orthodox Hindoos. Pundit|worship is “in spirit.” It follows from this, 195.000 mane eieuite came to Canada, 72,800 of 
Promada Das Mitra, a learned Hindoo pro-|that a person may be diligent in the practice) yom came into this country. At present there is no 
fessor at Benares, the great holy city of the|of a are oe ae a Se by which such penpers can be ae —— 
i replie attac rigprace; he may attend a aces Of WOrsDIp,| paupers coming into American ports € 
oe pov pm to an attack upon our a en the svendiien eine and singing, | back.” The Commissioners — ne 
TTP he tAnletocn 2 ” avata P em. > ke part therein; and he may par-! Miller’s bill for the ——_ of Immigration Cou ; 
“<*If by idolatry is meant a sy a wor- |and even ta | y |missioners for New York, Boston, Charleston, Phila 
ship which confines our ideas of the Divinity | take of the ordinances, so-called : and yet not delphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, San Francisco and 
toa mere image of clay or stone, which pre-|be a true worshipper of our Father in Heaven| Huron.’ This bill also provides that idiots, paupers and 
vents our hearts from being elevated with|— because he may not submit himself tO} persons unable to take care of themselves without be- 
: © ae : is!spiri »xercise d may not wait on the|coming a public charge, and all foreign convicts, except 
lofty notions of the attributes of God—if this|spiritual exercise, an y not w ol = ee 7" 
ia : 5 heey. aes a ss . . ‘ising of that Divine life and those convicted of political offences, upon arrival in 
is what is meant by idolatry, we abbor idola-| Lord for the arising o this country, shall be sent back to the country from 
try, and deplore the ignorance and uncharit- power in the soul, which only enables man to which they came.” The same day, Standing Bear, a 
ableness of those who charge us with this worship in spirit and in truth. It is this Di- Sioux Chief from the Rosebnd Agency, en ~~ 
grovelling system.’ vine life, this holy anointing and influence of watery a to haan whee oo See SS oe 
“The most intelligent and philosophical, the en, woe ee n oe peti tela 7 con, a papi at Carlisle, acted as in- 
while holding that the highest form of wor-|blies tor worship. The vocal exercises 0 4 terpreter during the interview. Standing Bear wears 
ship is heart-worship and formless worship, |meeting owe all their spiritual efficacy to this;|, silver medal given to his grandfather many years ago 
justity the common method on the ground without its aid no words however excellent, by a President of the United oo aeitemnes 
of consideration to weaker-minded persons. and no outward sagen A ee Sg im- aisieddnlon ween oa entanieen 
Worship before images, not to images, is what|pressive, are anything more than the mere eos tae 
is practised by the Hindoos. There are poor,|image or resemblance of true ae It During the quarter which ended on 9th month 30th 
ignorant, superstitious Hindoos who believe| was a conviction of this truth that led our last, there were disposed of 9,280,144 acres of publie 






: » : > Bri * fi yorshi i 3,426 he in- 
in the personality of a stone or clay image,|early Friends to speak of formal worship, | jands, at an aggregate price of $3,426,298. The i 
but I think theme are fully as nae ee performed in the will of man, as idolatry—the'! crease in acres of land disposed of, as compared with 
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the corresponding quarter in 1882, was 5,636,453, and 
the increase in receipts was $1,401,680. 

The total shipments from India to all European 
ports during the past calendar year amounted to 114,- 
000,000 bushels, against 103,000,000 from the United 
States. The whole tendency of our present speculative 
methods is to manipulate prices in our home markets 
to a point which reduces our foreign shipments to a 
minimum, and at the same time develops other sources 
of supply as competitors. 

The Supreme Court of Illinois has affirmed the de- 
cision of Judge Rogers, of the Circuit Court at Chicago, 
declaring the constitutionality of the Harper High Li- 
cense law, which imposes a uniform rate of $500 for 
alcoholic liquors and $150 for beer. 

Statistics show that St. Louis manufactured 23,000,- 
000 pounds of tobacco last year—6,000,000 more than 
in 1882. This places St. Louis ahead of all other dis- 
tricts in the country in tobacco making. A most un- 
enviable position. 

It is announced that the Mexican Central Railroad 
will be completed by 3rd month 15th, when there will 
be an international railroad route from the Missouri 
river to the City of Mexico. 

The N. O. Picoyune says: “ Within our observation 
no man of wealth, no man of position, no man of influ- 
ence, has been hung in this State. Such men have been 
accused of the vilest crimes ; such men have been proven 
guilty over and over again. 
in society, in business, in politics. 
trast, we institute no comparison. 


We draw no con- 


may do as he will.” 

The Illinois Central and Michigan Central Railroads 
have finally perfected the purchase in Chicago of all 
that portion of the lake front between Randolf and 
Monroe streets east of the east line of Michigan avenue 
and to within one inch of the lake,shore, with the pro- 
vision that this inch be leased at a nominal sum to the 
road for 999 years, with the privilege of renewal, for 
$800,000. 

Reports from Nevada state that the night of the 13th 
instant was the coldest ever known there. The ther- 
mometer registered 45 degrees below zero. 

The Ohio river at Cincinnati, which on the 14th 
reached a height of 71 feet, had receded seven feet on 
the 18th. Early on the morning of the 15th, the rear 
portion of two boarding houses on one of the flooded 
districts tumbled down, and twelve of the occupants lost 

_The river is still steadily falling, but the loss and 
distress of many thousands of people in its valley and 
along the tributaries, is great. Liberal contributions 
are accumulating in Chicago and the Eastern cities, as 
well as elsewhere. The Ohio Legislature has appro- 
priated $200,000 for the relief of her people. 

A serious flood prevails in the rivers in Arkansas, 
and is threatened in the lower Mississippi. 

: On the 13th instant, a committee of the Public Build- 
ing Commission of Philadelphia heard statements of a 


delegation of members of the Pennsylvania Peace So-| 


ciety against placing at the entrance to the new Public 
Buildings statues of military heroes. 

There is said to be an unusual quantity of oranges in 
this market. Wholesale fruit dealers say the principal 
market for the trade in this city is the West, but the 
great floods now prevailing on the Ohio and tributary 
streams has put a stop to shipments to all points be- 
yond that stream, the railroads, it is said, refusing to 
receive the fruit. 

The deaths in Philadelphia last week numbered 379, 
which was 18 less than during the previous week, and 
12 more than during the corresponding period last year. 
Of the foregoing 196 were males, and 183 females: 59 
died of consumption ; 39 of pneumonia; 20 of scarlet 
fever ; 16 of old age; 15 of typhoid fever ; 23 of convul- 
sions ; 11 of apoplexy, and 11 of Bright’s disease. 

Markets, &c.—U. 8. 44’s, registered, 113}; coupon, 
114}; 4’s, 123; 3’s, 102; currency 6’s, 129 a 137. 

Cotton continues quiet but prices were unchanged. 
Sales of middlings are reported at 10} a 11} cts. per 
pound for uplands and New Orleans. 

Petroleum.—Standard white, 8} a 8§ cts. for export, 
and 93 a 9§ cts. per gallon for home use. 

Flour continues dull, but prices were unchanged. 
Sales of 2000 barrels, including Minnesota extras, at $5 
a $6; Pennsylvania family at $4.50 a $4.75; western 
ditto, at $5.25 a $5 90, and patents at $6 a $6.75. Rye 
flour was dull at $3.50 per barrel. 

Grain.—Wheat was a fraction higher. About 9500 
bushels of red sold in lots, including No. 1 at $1.14 a 
$1.14}; No. 2 at $1.08 a $1.14} per bushel, the latter 
rate for Delaware, and No. 3 red at $1.00} per bushel, 
and 200,000 bushels No. 2 red at $1.074 a $1.09 2d mo., 


The result is lawlessness} 


The truth is that! 
here in Louisiana a man of power, of whatever sort, | 
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$1.09} a $1.09} 3rd mo., $1.11} a $1.11} 4th mo., and 
$1.13} a $1.13} 5th mo. Corn.—Car lots were firm: 
11,000 bushels sold in lots at 59 a 60 cts. per bushel, the 
latter rate for prime yellow; 56 a 58 cts. for rejected 
and steamer; and sail mixed at 61 a 6)} cts. 2nd mo., 
614 a 614 cts. 3rd mo., 62} a 63 cts. 4th mo., and 63§ a 
633 cts. 5th mo. Oats.—Car lots were firmly held. 
About 10,000 bushels sold in lots at 42 a 44} cts. per 
bushel, according to quality, and No. 2 white at 43a 
45 cts. 2nd mo., 434 a 43} cts. 3rd mo., 43} a 44 cts. 
4th mo., and 44} a 44§ cts. 5th mo. Kye was unchanged. 
Small sales are reported at 65 cts. per bushel. 

Hay and Straw Market.—For the week ending 2d 
mo. 16th, 1884.— Loads of hay, 305; loads of straw, 45. 
Average price during week—Prime timothy, 95 cts. a 
$1.05 per 100 lbs.; mixed, 80 a 95 cts. per 100 lbs. 
straw, 80 a 90 cts. per 100 pounds. 

Beef cattle were dull and rather lower: 2300 head 
arrived and sold at the different yards at 5 a 7} cts. per 
pound, as to condition. 

Sheep were in fair demand and prices were a fraction 
higher : 10,000 head arrived and sold at 4 a 64 cts., and 
lambs at 4} a 7} cts. per pound, as to condition. 

Hogs were dull: 4000 head sold at the different yards 
at 94 a 10} cts. per pound, as to quality. 

Fore1Gn.—In the House of Lords on the 12th instant 
the Marquis of Salisbury introduced a resolution, which 
passed, that in the opinion of the House, the recent 
lamentable events in the Soudan were largely due to 
the vacillating policy ofthe Government. On the same 
day, Sir Stafford Northcote introduced a motion in the 
House of Commons, censuring the Government policy 
in Egyptian affairs, which has been debated at con- 
siderable length. 

Lord Randolph Churchill has been elected President 
of the National Conservative Union. This is accepted 
| as an indication that he will take the place of Sir Stafford 
Northcote as leader of the Conservative pariy in the 
House of Commons. Sir Stafford’s son and other mem- 
bers of the Union threaten to secede from the organiza- 
tion. It is rumored that Sir Stafford is willing to take 
a peerage and resign from the Conservative leadership. 

General Gordon believes that the bulk of El Mahdi’s 
troops at El Obeid will refuse to cross the Nile. He 
thinks that only 4000, chiefly blacks, will cross, and 
that the latter will desert E] Mahdi, if offered fair 
terms. He consideres that it would be an ne to 
reconquer the Soudan for the Khedive, as it would be 


a useless possession on account of its deadly climate. 
Vevwal uviuvu nas pau & pruciaumauuu pusved at 


Khartoum and sent to all the tribes, recognizing El 
Mahdi as Sultan of Kordofan, remitting half of the 
taxes and placing no restriction on the slave trade. The 
Arabs of Khartoum express great satisfaction. The 
Times says the proclamation as regards slavery means 
that his present mission has nothing to do with slaves, 
and not that he desires to encourage slavery. 

Advices from Suakim state that Tewfik Bey pre- 
ferred death to surrender, blew up the fortifications, 
spiked the guns, and made a sortie. His 600 men 
were all massacred. For two weeks they had been 
eating roots and tree leaves. According to the latest 
reports only four sick men, who were unable to take 
| part in the sortie, the Cadi of Sinkat and 30 women, 
were spared by the rebels, 

The preparations for the war in Egypt which Eng- 
land is now making indicate that the Government 
anticipates a more serious campaign than a mere ex- 
pedition of relief to Tokar. Besides ordering a flying 
column, consisting for most part of marines, to operate 
from Suakim, the Government has directed the main 
of the expedition to operate from Trinkitat. An im- 
mense transport train has been collected at Cairo suffi- 
cient to supply the expedition with material for 7000 
troops. It is supposed that after effecting the relief of 
Tokar the expedition will force a road to Berber, so as 
to enable General Gordon to bring down the garrison 
and fugitives from Khartoum. Between Ismalia and 
Suez more than 1000 camels have been collected for the 
expedition. 

t is officially announced that the subscriptions re- 
ceived for the new French loan are three and a quarter 
times in excess of the amount asked for and that sub- 
scriptions one and two-fifths in excess of that amount 
have already been paid in. 

The French Parliamentary Committee on Initiative 
on the 13th considered the project for the construction 
of an over-head railway across the Channel, from 
France to England. Vice Admiral Peyron, Minister 
of Marine, opposed the project, saying that such a work 
would be dangerous to shipping; and any way, it was 
necessary to obtain England’s consent. 

The Nord Dutsche Zeitung says, editorially: “The 
bill in regard to hog products which is now before the 
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American Congress is calculated se to affect 
Germans who have the national interests at heart. The 
sting of the bill is palpably directed against Germany 
alone. Germany has always maintained a friendly dig. 
position towards America, and does everything possible 
to show her friendship. This sudden anti-German 
attitude on the part of America excites in us 

and astonishment. We do not assume that American 
statesmen are disposed to entertain the opinion that 
Germany can be induced by reprisals or threats to 
rescind measures enforced in the interest of public 
health. An independent Government can only reply 
to any attempt at intimidation by counter-reprisals con. 
sisting in increased customs duties, and eventually by 
legal measures otherwise affecting the intercourse of 
the two countries.” 

The Bey of Tunis has given Roudaire authority to 
carry out his scheme for transforming a portion of the 
Desert of Sahara into an inland sea. 

The tribes of Merv have taken the oath of submission 
and fidelity to Russia. The German press says this is 
worse for England than the disaster in the Soudan. It 
comments upon the remarkable success of the Russian 
policy in Central Asia and says it is always directed 
against England. If the Russians should stand again 
before the walls of Constantinople the English would be 
disabled from commanding them to halt, as they did 
in 1878. Russia will become the immediate neighbor 
of the British in India, and will be able at any moment 
to create disturbance in Northern India. Now only 
Afghanistan is between Russia and India. The frontier 
tribes are always ready to invade the rich Indian 
provinces, if only their rear is covered, and this Russia 
can now guarantee. 

It is reported that a mass of ice near the Caspian 
upon which fifty fishermen were at work, was carri 
out tosea. All the fishermen are believed to have been 
drowned. 

Queensland.—Recent advices from Australia show 
they have been having some phenomenally hot weather, 
the temperature reaching 106° in the shade. 

The Queen’s College Shdeuey Association of Ki 
ton, Ontario, has protested against raising money 
church purposes by lotteries, political elections, tes 
meetings, picnics and bazaars. 

A telegram from Arequipa announces that a water 
spout has caused immense damage in that city and its 
environs. The loss is estimated at 500,000 sols. Seve 
ral persons were drowned. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONTRIBUTORS 
TO THE ASYLUM. 


A Stated Annual Meeting of the ‘‘ Contributors to the 
Asylum for the Relief of Persons Deprived of the Use 
of their Reason,” will be held on Fourth-day, the 12th 
of Third month, 1884, at 3 o’clock, P. m., at Arch Street 
Meeting-house, Philadelphia. 

THomas ScaTrerGoop, Clerk. 


BOARDING SCHOOL FOR INDIAN CHILDREN 
AT TUNESSASSA. 

Wanted, a young or middle-aged man to assist in 
working the farm, and take charge of the boys when 
out of school. Any Friend feeling his mind drawn to 
this service may apply to 

Joseph 8S. Elkinton, 325 Pine St. 
Ephraim Smith, 1110 Pine St., 
John Sharpless, Chester, Penna. 


, Philada. 


HISTORY AND GENERAL CATALOGUE OF 
WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 

There being some prospect of issuing a new edition 

of the above work, it is requested that any person know- 

ing of errors existing in former editions, will please 


communicate them to Watson W. Dewees, Westtown, 
Chester Co., Pa, 


Second mo. 7th, 1884, 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 
Until further notice, the stage will be at Westtown 
Station on the arrival of the 9.05 A.M. train from 
Philadelphia, to convey passengers to the school. 





Diep, near Blackwoodtown, Camden Co., N. J., 8th 
mo. 22d, 1883, JaAcos Evens, in the 79th year of his 
age, a member of Haddonfield Monthly and Particulat 
Meeting of Friends. 

—, 28th of Ist mo. 1884, at her residence, near 
Norwich, Ontario, Canada, Peua B., widow of Isaac 
Peckham, in the 73d year of her age, a consistent mem- 
ber of Norwich Monthly Meeting of Friends. 





